
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime – Projection Workspace 
 
If you are reviewing this PDF version of the projections file from production,  you are likely a 
Windows and not a MAC user, or you do not use QLab in your particular area. QLab is a MAC-
based cueing software for video, sound, and lighting designers with great benefits to small 
performing arts companies and educational institutions.  It is inexpensive in comparison to 
other professional video/sound software and can even be rented by the day for smaller 
projects. Additionally, you may download a free version of the software if you are a MAC user, 
which would allow you to open  
 
UNDERSTANDING THE WORKSPACE: 
If you are unfamiliar with the workspace, please think of the main window much like a 
spreadsheet with rows and columns. The left-hand columns are the cue type and number (in 
the case of this production, we used letters for projection cues at the request of the stage 
manager). The column with purple outlines is the cue description (what is happening in the cue, 
what media the cue plays, fading in and fading out, etc.).  Prewait, Action, and Postwait 
columns are timing columns for the cue. The final column contains one of three icons (empty 
space = “Wait for human ‘GO’”, an anchor = “Start next cue after completion of current cue”, 
and a stack of downward arrows = “Fire current cue AND the next cue simultaneously”). 
 
The red ‘X’es on the left of the program file acknowledge a problem with a cue. Please 
DISREGARD these ‘X’es, which are appearing because the two projectors used for this 
production were not attached to the computer when this file was created. 
 
NOTES ON THIS PRODUCTION CUE FILE: 
This particular production file contains 1673 individual cues, however, only lines that have a cue 
# (example ‘A’ or ‘BBB.5’) require an operator to hit ‘GO’.   
 
You will notice that there are a number of grouped cues, which we used to organize large 
sequences like pulsing white squares on the back wall into a single human “GO”, which often 
continue running until the next cue is fired. If you look to the right of the work space, there is a 
list of the cues with ‘>’ symbols, which designate which cues are groups of individual cues 
running in sequence (nearly all the cues in this production).   
 
Lastly, in the Q column, the cues are titled primarily with the visual look of the projections 
(‘Soccer Match’ or ‘Transition to Scene 5’). There are a few cues in which you will see ‘w/SQ22’, 
which means the stage manager was to call the cue with sound cue 22. These cues were 
internal to scenes and based upon character actions that were not dictated by the script. 
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